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Newsletter #213: 


What’s New at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Hello coin enthusiasts! 


I’m starting to realize that my once weekly newsletter is becoming more a monthly or 
quarterly thing. I’d like to clarify why that is happening. There are certainly more than 
enough auctions to warrant a newsletter every week but aside from the major time 
commitment to doing these newsletters there is also the fact that the quality of all these 
auctions does not always warrant mention. The purpose of my newsletters from the 
beginning (in early 2017) was to generate excitement around the auctions and hopefully 
drum up some auction representation business for me so I could afford coins for my 
own stock and establish my place in a competitive area. This was all pre-pandemic, 
when the auction scene was robust but nothing like it is today! You would routinely see 
CNG electronic sales and very small auctions in my newsletters. Now everyone seems to 
be doing an auction and frankly a lot of it isn’t worthy of your or my time. I also want to 
mention that the content of my newsletters will include more world coins. I’m starting 
to deal more in coins other than ancients so I write about what I like. These newsletters 
are fun for me and are affiliated with no one auction house. I do offer a coin at the end 
always but generally it is about what I find interesting and you may too. It also goes 
without saying that I adore getting emails from anyone that wants to acknowledge that 
they read the newsletter! I also welcome any representation business people want to 
throw my way. 


What’s new at the American Numismatic Association 

I’m not on the board of governors anymore but that doesn’t mean I don’t want to 
advocate for the ANA. For a mere $5 (the cost of a latte I might remind some of you), 
your child in grades K-12, can become a member. For about $35, you could also become 
a member. For those of you that say that the ANA isn’t worth the money, please 
remember the wonderful quote from JFK “Ask not what your country can do for you but 
what you can do for your country”. Now of course it is absurd to equate what JFK said to 
being a member of a coin organization but if you love coins then support those 
organizations that make it possible to bring collectors together. If we don’t take 
personal responsibility then eventually these organizations don’t continue. The ANA 
has some wonderful educational programs like Summer Seminar or the amazing 
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more prestigious access to the ANA but in the end all I want is for those that didn’t join 
to do it today. Think of it as a tip for me of doing these newsletters @ 


Now for some auction news: 


Auktion Miinzen Gut-Lynt - Literature (6 April) 

Auktion Miinzen Gut-Lynt is the numismatic cooperation between Sincona (Zurich) 
and Peus (Frankfurt). While they do auction coins, I find their numismatic literature 
auctions to be well done. Let me elaborate. I’ve purchased numismatic literature from a 
number of auction houses. Gut-Lynt is one of them that can be comparable in their 
equal professionalism in sending material as they are in auctioning it off. Part of the 
risk with buying rare numismatic books is that there can be a lot of damage incurred if 
books aren’t shipped properly. Many auction houses have a fantastic auction and then 
fail miserably on the shipment of the books. Gut-Lynt excels at both. 


This upcoming sale is part one of The Bernt Ahlstr6m Numismatic Library. For those 
working for years in the trade, the name Bernt Ahlstr6m will be familiar. He was a 
longtime dealer and thus had a working numismatic library. If you want to learn more 
about the man go to About Bernt Ahlstrom. 


Part 1 has 1,000 lots of literature. Note: Part 1 only. There are several “staples” available 
but also some extremely rare out of print titles. For example, lot 1043 is a work of art in 
its binding but also is a very rare reference with only 100 copies in written in French. 
The book showcases the Prince Basile Kotschoubey collection, which next to the 
Hermitage was a close second in stature. This lot is not for the faint of heart with an 
opening level of 20,000 Euros but it exemplifies the quality and hard work this library 
took to assemble. Literature ranges from ancients to world coinage so it is best to take a 
moment to search for titles that you are missing. 


You can view this sale on Numisbids or Sixbid but their site is also very good and worth 
going directly to view and bid. Here is a link. 


K6lner Miinzkabinett 121 (12-13 April) 

K6lner Miinzkabinett is conducting their 121st auction over two days. The first day will 
feature the collection of Dr. Victor Wishnevsky. The sale is 606 lots with mid-level 
quality coins and a lot of pedigrees that tend to go back to the 1980’s. A prolific buyer 
with some obvious favorites, for example, New Style Athens, of which he purchased 
quite a few. There are also many Roman provincial bronzes purchased at the beginning 
of the 2000’s. Additionally, I noted a strong percentage of Roman silver provincial 
bronzes that tended to have earlier pedigrees, so probably more at the beginning of his 
collecting years. The sale ends with a very nice selection of Roman Republican coinage 
most of which most are pedigreed. The starting prices are very reasonable and they use 
the AUEX platform which I find to be fairly easy to navigate. 


The second day of the sale is 871 lots from the same collector. This portion is dedicated 
to Roman coinage. Again, pedigrees abound throughout and from various European 
auction houses with a smattering of U.S. houses. The last individual lot ends with a 
siliqua of Honorius (393-423 AD). 
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offering of more than 200 Karl Goetz medals. While I recently decided to sell my own 
personal collection of Goetz medals I can appreciate the artistic value of these tiny 
works of art. Some are rather crude and tasteless like lot 1559 and 1560 which portray a 
black French soldier during WWI on the obverse with a Phallic innuendo on the reverse. 
Others simply memorialize important German figures like Immanual Kant (lot 1576) or 
a Mozart festival that took place in Bayern in 1925. There are also some beautiful medals 
such as lot 1635 which commemorates the 700th anniversary of the death of Elisabeth 
von Thiiringen who died in 1231 at the tender age of 24, but devoted her short life to help 
the unfortunate and sick. Inevitably we come to the terrible time period of the WWII 
which include several medals of Adolf Hitler or Germany during the Third Reich, 
commemorating German victories or the men behind those successes. For better or 
worse these medals remind us to “never forget”. 


The second catalog from Peus is dedicated to a special collection of coins depicting 
scenes of hunting or animals from Rudolf Hoesch. There are 687 coins that vary from 
ancient to modern German coinage. This would be a fun collection to assemble as there 
are so many various animals depicted on coinage from the very earliest of coins to 
today’s modern coinage. 


NAC 143-146 (7-9 May) 

This is just a little “teaser” for what is to come and for what I expect to be a pretty 
substantial sale. NAC will conduct a number of sales from the 7-9 of May in Ziirich at 
the fancy Baur Au Lac Hotel. The first sale, 143, will be dedicated to a collection of 
Roman Republican coinage from the Dioscuri collection. Sale 144 and 145 will be the 
long anticipated collaboration sale (partnership of NAC, CNG and NGSA) of the Geoffrey 
Cope collection of Greek and Roman bronzes (144) and British coins part 1 (145). Finally 
the festivities will end on May 9 with sale 146, acompilation of various consignments of 
ancients and ending with a small but lovely collection of Kings and Queens of England 
from the Spang Collection. The Spang collection is a NAC produced sale of British 
coinage which is a new and interesting departure from their normal ancients only 
auctions in Zurich. It seems more than just me are finding other areas outside of 
ancients to be fascinating! 


I will wait until the catalogs make their official presentation onto Sixbid and Numisbids 
before I relay further. Stay tuned! 


Coin of the Week 


ITALY, Ferrara (Duchy) Ercole | d'Este, 1471-1505 
Third emission, struck 1493 


AR Idra - Doppio grossone, 7.64g (27mm, 6h). 
Bare head right / Seven-headed Hydra 


Pedigree: From the J. Eric Engstrom Collection, purchased from Carl Subak, February 
1985. 

References: Belessia 14/C; MIR 255 

Grade: Richly toned. Good VF. Rare. 
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Buy Coin 


With a fascinating multileveled symbology this silver Idra was, even in the renaissance, 
very nuanced and projected a powerful message. Today this coin, struck by the Duke 
Ercole I. d'Este (1471-1505) of Ferrara in 1493, is known as one of the most interesting 
numismatic pieces of the Italian renaissance. While the obverse shows an expressive, 
yet relatively standard portrait in a fine contemporary style, the reverse hosts a 
fearsome depiction of the seven-headed hydra of Greek myth. 


In a fascinating 2017 essay entitled A Roman Monster in the Humanist Imagination, 
Margaret Meserve enumerates the many connections between the Duke, Hercules, and 
the Hydra. In fact, the author also goes on to describe how, in a similar manner to 
Roman emperors like Commodus, the Duke actually “invoked [Hercules] as an alter 
ego” repeatedly (p.136). At the base level, the connection between the Duke and the 
Hydra was based solely on his name, as the monster was killed by Hercules. 
Furthermore, he struck this particular coin to commemorate the draining of the 
swamps as attested to by his courtiers Pellegrino Prisciani and Giovanni Sabadino degli 
Arienti (p.137). 


It is also a distinct possibility, yet one which is less accepted, that the Hydra 
represented Ferrara’s enemy Venice. 


Check out coin on my website 


If you are interested in any other coins I have to offer please visit my website: 
shannaschmidt.com 
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